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At the Paynesville Area Community Foundation’s 2026 Community Celebration on Saturday, Sept. 26, Kevin Farnum (left)
received a Community Impact Award and Butch Mueller (right) received the Lifetime Achievement Award, from PACF executive
director Amanda Raisanen (center). PACF marked 20 years at the celebration, having given $475,000 to community causes.

PACF COMMUNITY CELEBRATION

PACF marks 20th anniversary with fete

Over 20 years,
PACF has given

$475,000 to local

organizations

The Paynesville Area
Community Foundation
(PACF) marked its 20th anni-
versary at its 2026 Community
Celebration on Saturday, Sept.
26, held at Highline Construc-
tion, Inc. More than 230 sup-
porters, partners, and neigh-
bors gathered to celebrate two
decades of local giving.

The evening recognized two
honorees. Butch Mueller
received the  Lifetime

Achievement Award for his
commitment to service both
locally and internationally,
including founding the non-
profit Stoves for Guatemala.

Kevin Farnum received the
Community Impact Award for
his conservation and commu-
nity work on Lake Koronis,
including leading efforts to
combat invasive species affect-
ing Lake Koronis

Through a series of videos,
guests also heard the stories
of community members
whose lives have been touched
by the non-profits PACF sup-
ports. In 2026, six organiza-
tions received funding, total-
ing $49,900:

«Lake Henry Fire and
Rescue - $7,900 for a thermal
imaging camera and training

mannequin.
«Paynesville  Lutheran
Church - $2,000 for the replace-

ment of an AED (automated
external defibrillator).

+West Central Education
District — $20,000 for a PAES
Career Readiness Lab at

Paynesville High School.

«Minnesota News Media
Institute/Paynesville Press —
$15,000 to support the transi-
tion to a 501(c)(3) non-profit.

*United Way of Central
Minnesota — $3,000 for the
Dolly Parton Imagination
Library program.

+Girl Scouts of Minnesota
and Wisconsin Lakes and
Pines - $2,000 for benches at
the Paynesville soccer fields at
Ampe Park.

Over its 20-year history, the
Paynesville Area Community
Foundation has granted more
than $475,000 to local organiza-
tions.

The celebration also
launched PACF’s new initia-
tive for fiscal years 2026 and
2027: childcare. The
Paynesville area currently
faces a shortage of 196 child-
care spots, with not enough

providers to meet local fami-
lies’ needs. “For 20 years,
we've seen what’s possible
when our community bands
together for collective impact,
and access to childcare is
where we’ll focus that impact
next,” said Amanda Raisanen,
PACF executive director.
“We’re humbled by the gener-
osity and partnership of our
neighbors. That same commit-
ment will guide us as we work
alongside local families and
partners on this next effort.”
As it enters its third decade,
PACF will continue support-
ing local non-profits while
turning its attention to the
area’s childcare needs. To
learn more or get involved,
visit www.communitygiving.
org/paynesville or contact
Raisanen at 320-257-9720.

Four-way

New four-way
stop could be
made permanent
by PHS

By Michael Jacobson

Last spring, the city
approved the “Safe Routes to
Schools” plan, which meant
that over the summer the ele-
mentary school got new side-
walks and crosswalks; new
crosswalks across Highway 55
near the secondary school;
and new crosswalks across
Business 23, complete with
flashing lights.

This projected happened to
coincide with the Highway 55
detour - as traffic is being
rerouted from Highway 55
onto Veterans Drive, while the
bridge is rebuilt over the win-
ter. The Business 23 and
Veterans Drive intersection,
by the high school, now fea-
tures a new four-way stop in
response to the congestion
from the additional detour
traffic, school traffic, and the
usual traffic on Business 23.

As of the city council’s
Monday, Sept. 28, evening
meeting, the four-way stop
had only been in place for a
day, but police chief Paul
Wegner said that “I sat there
with my lights on and people
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stop added to Business 23

With the Highway 4/55 detour being routed onto the Highway 23 bypass, adding to PHS traf-
fic and the usual Business 23 traffic, a four-way stop has been added at Veterans Drive.

still weren't stopping.” His
plan was to issue lots of warn-
ings the following day or two,
because “there have already
been lots of near misses.”
The council members dis-
cussed the issue and how
every change comes with
growing pains. While the four-
way stop is temporary, because
it does coincide with the “Safe
Routes to School” intersec-
tion, it may be made a four-
way stop indefinitely, rather
than temporarily. It’s also
probable that once the flash-
ing lights are installed this
week that it becomes more
visible to those who haven’t

been paying attention.

In Other Business...

*The council approved the
appointment of Rich Hubert
to the city’s planning board,
effective immediately.

*The council approved the
extension of city water and
sewer to the newest airport
building, awarding the bid to
T&K Excavating Inc. in the
amount of $60,336, with
money to come from the city’s
water and sewer fund.

*The council discussed a
reimbursement of the rental
fee for the Ampe Park Shelter
by the Chain of Lakes Roosters

(the soccer club). The club
used the park on Saturday,
Sept. 19, and meant to ask for
the fee to be waived in advance,
but did not get their paperwork
submitted in time for the event.
Mayor Shawn Reinke stated, “I
have no problem reimbursing
them, knowing that they’ve
given back (to the community)
at least tenfold.”

Meanwhile, councilor Neil
Herzberg was wary of setting
a precedent that would then
allow any and all organiza-
tions to get a free pass.

Councilor Megan Brick
wanted the park and tree
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News Briefs

Saturday, Oct. 10

Paynesuville Fire to hold annual dinner

The annual Paynesville Fire Relief dinner will be held on
Saturday, Oct. 10, from 4:30 to 8 p.m. at the Paynesville American
Legion. Advance tickets are $14 each and can be bought at the
Paynesville American Legion, Schrupps Meats, Firehouse
Coffee, or from any firefighter. Tickets are also available at the
door the day of for $16 for adults, and $5 for children.

DNR to repave Highway 55

boat landing on Lake Koronis

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
plans to repave the Highway 55 public water access on Lake
Koronis this fall. The project is scheduled to start this week,
and the access will be closed from Monday;, Oct. 5, to Wednesday,
Oct. 7, to remove the old asphalt. The gravel parking lot will re-
open to the public for the weekend (Friday, Oct. 9, to Sunday;
Oct. 11). Then it will be closed again — from Monday, Oct. 12, to
Thursday, Oct. 15 - to pave and stripe the parking lot.

League of Minnesota Voters
to hold Senate District 13 forum

Voters in Minnesota Senate District 13 will have an opportu-
nity to hear directly from the candidates seeking to represent
the district in the Minnesota Senate at a public candidate
forum hosted by the League of Women Voters of the St. Cloud
Area. It will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 7, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at
the Sartell Community Center (850 19th Street South, Sartell).
The forum will feature the two candidates for Minnesota
Senate District 13, who are vying to replace retiring Sen. Jeff
Howe (R-Rockville)-Trent Dilks (DFL-Maine Prairie Township)
and Jared Gapinski (R-Sauk Rapids).

Stearns reminds voters that
only registration is available

Stearns County auditor-treasurer Randy Schreifels reminds
residents that voter registration is available online for the
November general election. Eligible voters can register or
update their existing registration anytime by visiting mnvotes.
gov. Online voter registration is accessible 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, making it easy and convenient for individuals to
ensure they are ready to vote this fall. Pre-registration for the
November general election is open until Tuesday, Oct. 13.
Voters who register on or before then will have their names
included on the roster at their polling place for the Tuesday,
Novw. 3, general election. Residents with questions can contact
the Stearns County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office at 320-656-3920

or email elections@stearnscountymn.gov.

Pioneer PBS offers 2026
election coverage online

Pioneer PBS continues its 2026 election coverage with new
episodes of Meet the Candidates, providing viewers an oppor-
tunity to hear directly from the candidates seeking public office
ahead of the Tuesday, Nov. 3, general election. A program fea-
turing Sen. Andrew Lang (R-Olivia) and his challenger Kathy
Jorgenson (DFL-Morton) in Senate District 16, which includes
Kandiyohi and Meeker counties, will premiere on Thursday,
Oct. 22, at 8:30 p.m. on Pioneer PBS. It will be available for
streaming thru the Pioneer PBS website and app afterwards.

These episodes, originally broadcast on Pioneer PBS, are
available on their website at www.pioneer.org/meet-the-candi-
dates: Sen. Torrey Westrom (R-Alexandria) and challenger
Kari Dorry (DFL-Ortonville) in Senate District 12 (which
includes western Stearns County and stretches to the South
Dakota border and also north into Douglas County); Rep. Paul
Anderson (R-Starbuck) and Talitha Anderson (DFL-Morris) in
House District 12A (which includes western Stearns County
and stretches to the South Dakota border); Rep. Scott Van
Binsbergen (R-Montevideo) and David Torgenson (DFL-Olivia)
in House District 16A (which includes Meeker County); Rep.
Dave Baker (R-Willmar) and Julie Henslin (DFL-Willmar) in
House District 16B (northern Kandiyohi County).

Per Pioneer PBS, each candidate was invited to participate in
an individual interview discussing qualifications, priorities,
and issues important to voters.
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