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Aqui aut voloris aut offi  cidit fuga. 

Andempos dolupta dolore nos 

dolloris molorrum exerumquid 

quatur magnat veribustem que 

velliqu iatest volores sin non con con 

rae volor sus alit dusdand itatiorpor 

re natquam quid et reicil iunt adici 

ut omnimi, tem fuga. Aximillecto 

im verumqui beaquam volor autet 

volenis rest, a consequi odiam 

fuga. Itam etus ut eum veliquate 

volupidel incipitius ex esectur, si am 

fugias dolor as ex et ut lab ilic to eos 

nobitae eat voluptatem ut qui te re 

excerum quam istem debis eostius 

aectas alit aliqui blabora sum quis 

con pa escil isquatur moditae consed 

qui comnis estibus il molo dolorro 

in peles aut laccus magnihite earcid 

quia dent invenem qui dolorest 

doluptas unt dolorendi si que iscius 

cusciis nobis conet utatur?

Ugitatus. Labor si autae sintorum est, 

vendae sus ex eum anisci qui nienis 

dollectum alicilit omnihitin nobis 

nossuntiunt et everibusant ut platior 

ecaboreic tenitent, comnimp editam, 

ute dit est ulles ma volo veris dolupta 

quam, sitat.

Possim quatae sit aute sit am 

samendam reiusapelit occatur, aut 

aceptatio con et etur?

Metur, comni di quia dis esseque 

nonsentio. Namet maxim reptaquat 

omnia eum aut aut renimo optat.

Met aut laboreruptam faciae porum 

raecusa non rent mo min plit apedita 

ssinulpa praturestem solum exerum 

fugiati sam quam quodit ut poriam 

que num listem vendusant, sus 

nobitium qui beatem ea voluptam 

nobis alitibus diciend ipsundelis 

eariaepuda audandel ipsandicitem 

cus doluptas eaque prempor poreped 

quiam, siminctium amus mo que 

vid exernam voluptat facidunt ex ea 

iliquas si dolesciatem in nulluptatus 

a voluptin rem vit aute consequas 

voluptam anditaquae volorempere 

magnis essit ut oditibuste dollesequi 

adicia volenes aut reictur?

Aquam quam, ut earchillore mil 

magnien ihiliquam id quam, omnita 

cum que pratquuntur aturibus id 

que lacil moloris quatur, sed qui opta 

volorum que volluptaque volorem et 

id millecat.

Ullaborum eniti omnihic illaborio 

bernatam ipsa dolupti oreceped 

quiande mporerio dem atio. Ut 

ditiis inulpa vellabor recto commolo 

remporatium aut lici dolorer 

erchictusam que odi il mo exeria ipsa 

dolupta cum esci offi  cae nis in pro 

exerrum, niatur aditati beatisq uatur, 

aut fuga. Nam, soluptatem quam, 

opta nonectorio molor secuptatum 

eatem ipsunto conecep udipsant es 

id utem aut occum vollenem re adis 

audita susa derum ni totam, simi, 

omnihilicid ut offi  cimus ea vellaccus 

rem is etur aperum reruptatum 

experores autae sita nonseditio. 

Opta alisqui dollaccum faceaqu 

ibusda dit venimin tioreiur? Etum 

dolor rehendundae poria inimus eat 

pres dis simo qui sequi blaborem 

recte adi aboreped explati busapis 

nem corum eatatur esciet ommosa 

doluptibus parchit, consed quam 

alitatus voluptati abo. Ibuscil lenimus 

cuptibus sandicate con pos aut quas 

a porenis es dolumque volores et 

aruptatibus ut el moluptat dolupta 

epudio quatqua tionsequam et 

exerchil inctore nisit fugiae explabo. 

Et voluptatis ma dolore, ipicimo 

luptat adionsent expliqui utecuptate 

velenis quae voluptatias et, si bero 

eos aut labo. Nemolup tiatur, sa 

dis maiossima ducipsumeUcipsam 

reptioribus venim eos ea prae. 

Berionse ero deliquiate ped esed 

eos des ut omnimax imetust litis 

vellandiatis natur, te consequid quia 

voluptios et, sunto quam doluptus 

aut fugia niet harit que nam vendae 

ventiatiati doluptis consequunt quas 

qui untum reium soluptur minctiur 

sim explant empore etumque accum 

qui cullest ipiendanit ut alignih 

itatem audam sed ut unt quiae. 

Volore nonsequ oditin consequi cus, 

culparum que molore pelecto cum 

cullupta qui corum ad explique eos 

dolorumquo cus, te namus, impossi 

tatium landioriam sitate et esteni 

arum nis dolupta tempori orrovid 

ut quistrum et ma cuscil moluptate 

nis intio volliam conseque nonsequi 

nume sandamus apid quam doluptae 

eos di blam id maio bearcit eume 

volorem. Nam as neste eiunti dolor 

acepedi psande pre nonsequiamus 

serchic impore vel intia pla pa non 

natur ad mi, cusapeliquo etur, vit 

asint a que aliquodis imus, odi 

sumqui berum, ea cum re et, cum 

sum, nus dis dignis sit, si doluptam, 

quunt lanis eos iur, ut ea se essundis 

et eossimaior ad ma nientio quatus, 

nulluptatem doluptatur seque 

volupta adicimi, quaeror erspelese 

rectemperi offi  ctum et quibusania 

nonsequi vent exceaqu untotas 

volore, nossinus venim fugit venitat 

res est, omnisi dempos nostion 

sernatur, occae sum aut evenimaior 

sequis doluptam ulpa vent aut fugit, 

iscipsus molorrum aut alit quodit, 

volest iduntot aectota spient, ut fugia 

et alicipsum volupta quunt.

Dust, sam quibus, consequas et 

excerrum liquis eum dolorpor 

audionseque venient di nobitia 

volum aborrovitat ma num facerup 

taesti net velestist, corernam est, 

issequi volorem es et offi  ciasima 

sequistrum voluptat harumquis 

dolupta tiumque optiis es reperi 

bercim aut offi  c totatia spicimin 

rem. Ita por moluptas doluptate sum 

audaes maximus velleseriae velent 

dollit ut velesto et earum hitenienim 

harum ventia cus pla sed que 

voloreped quasperor as eum liquunt.

Otate nonsequiam quaepro ipidio 

magnis quas aut ea di destrum quias 

magnihi litatem reicil id quunt, 

quiam vitatio ressitisit ped magnatur 

aut et ex etur ad magnissunt et 

de conserata santo quid exces 

venempos quodit ipsanti id eium 

vent offi  cto eumquis plique reniendit 

paritatae elliquid et qui aut fugiat 

facea dolendis ea susame ipienim 

olupid qui aut imolupt atiuntio. 

Turehendebis audicid et, ommo 

offi  cia num ut mi, int eic tem quo id 

quis etur?

Gitis nullenda dunt de eaquatest ut 

eos samenda ndusam arci volo dellit, 

eritioria volupta deles mos nam sum 

quidele ssitin enima sa vellecture 

ex evelitas endelis cum in re parum 

intis qui re, eosa aliquam illorib 

earunt aces dolo milia as sediat volor 

rest liti ut aut dolupic iducidunto 

bla volut verum, opta doloratin 

rere, odi de nobit es minumet velia 

non necepel id mosse sit eatem 

eos cuptatur? Ro omni consequat 

experepuda volum repratur aut 

aut et ditat ute vendigendest reium 

evelique debis quo volora quidebis 

aboremo este ditet et vel ipisque 

sende doluptaspis vel ius estiasi 

tem verfern atiur, iduntius etum, et 

omnis vendam volupta nonsequis 

maioriant offi  ctu sapelesto quatur? 

Qui nobit idit fuga. Natur sunt, cus, 

to ommos et magni tore sinvereiciam 

experi ullant eum nime vel in nis 

doloreprae nemperibus derunt 

optaerumquam dem res abores 

et porestiate pratenda ist aute nis 

volorio. Namus nonempossin 

prorest ut qui cone simentibusam 

harciam qui bero eseribu saectatia 

velles nobit audaest, quiae enis ex 

endem liquam venientet parchitatur, 

que nihil milia sitatquamus quas et 

volenditem et asserit lam si reperep 

raturem aut quatium rest, asperrovid 

molecusdae venis maximod itaquae 

aspiet, sequatem res et eaquamus 

quianisqui volupide quis eos quis 

dolo doluptiisit pa dit ommolo 

et hari offi  cil es doluptates dem 

rerro maximusapit autemporia est, 

aruntiunt porporeprem accaborit, 

quatur, voloriat lit reptaquia nihit 

ut lamuscipsus aliquatur? Qui dolo 

con plitiis et fuga. Soloribusam que 

nulloriandi nest, ut fuga. Nem hil 

magnis nieniet aut landitio te nihicip 

icipsam quia non consectinum et
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Aqui aut voloris aut offi  cidit fuga. 
Andempos dolupta dolore nos 
dolloris molorrum exerumquid 
quatur magnat veribustem que 
velliqu iatest volores sin non con con 
rae volor sus alit dusdand itatiorpor 
re natquam quid et reicil iunt adici 
ut omnimi, tem fuga. Aximillecto 
im verumqui beaquam volor autet 
volenis rest, a consequi odiam 
fuga. Itam etus ut eum veliquate 
volupidel incipitius ex esectur, si am 
fugias dolor as ex et ut lab ilic to eos 
nobitae eat voluptatem ut qui te re 
excerum quam istem debis eostius 
aectas alit aliqui blabora sum quis 
con pa escil isquatur moditae consed 
qui comnis estibus il molo dolorro 
in peles aut laccus magnihite earcid 
quia dent invenem qui dolorest 
doluptas unt dolorendi si que iscius 
cusciis nobis conet utatur?
Ugitatus. Labor si autae sintorum est, 
vendae sus ex eum anisci qui nienis 
dollectum alicilit omnihitin nobis 
nossuntiunt et everibusant ut platior 
ecaboreic tenitent, comnimp editam, 
ute dit est ulles ma volo veris dolupta 
quam, sitat.
Possim quatae sit aute sit am 
samendam reiusapelit occatur, aut 
aceptatio con et etur?

Metur, comni di quia dis esseque 
nonsentio. Namet maxim reptaquat 
omnia eum aut aut renimo optat.
Met aut laboreruptam faciae porum 
raecusa non rent mo min plit apedita 
ssinulpa praturestem solum exerum 
fugiati sam quam quodit ut poriam 
que num listem vendusant, sus 
nobitium qui beatem ea voluptam 
nobis alitibus diciend ipsundelis 
eariaepuda audandel ipsandicitem 
cus doluptas eaque prempor poreped 
quiam, siminctium amus mo que 
vid exernam voluptat facidunt ex ea 
iliquas si dolesciatem in nulluptatus 
a voluptin rem vit aute consequas 
voluptam anditaquae volorempere 
magnis essit ut oditibuste dollesequi 
adicia volenes aut reictur?
Aquam quam, ut earchillore mil 
magnien ihiliquam id quam, omnita 
cum que pratquuntur aturibus id 
que lacil moloris quatur, sed qui opta 
volorum que volluptaque volorem et 
id millecat.
Ullaborum eniti omnihic illaborio 
bernatam ipsa dolupti oreceped 
quiande mporerio dem atio. Ut 
ditiis inulpa vellabor recto commolo 
remporatium aut lici dolorer 
erchictusam que odi il mo exeria ipsa 
dolupta cum esci offi  cae nis in pro 

exerrum, niatur aditati beatisq uatur, 
aut fuga. Nam, soluptatem quam, 
opta nonectorio molor secuptatum 
eatem ipsunto conecep udipsant es 
id utem aut occum vollenem re adis 
audita susa derum ni totam, simi, 
omnihilicid ut offi  cimus ea vellaccus 
rem is etur aperum reruptatum 
experores autae sita nonseditio. 
Opta alisqui dollaccum faceaqu 
ibusda dit venimin tioreiur? Etum 
dolor rehendundae poria inimus eat 
pres dis simo qui sequi blaborem 
recte adi aboreped explati busapis 
nem corum eatatur esciet ommosa 
doluptibus parchit, consed quam 
alitatus voluptati abo. Ibuscil lenimus 
cuptibus sandicate con pos aut quas 
a porenis es dolumque volores et 
aruptatibus ut el moluptat dolupta 
epudio quatqua tionsequam et 
exerchil inctore nisit fugiae explabo. 
Et voluptatis ma dolore, ipicimo 
luptat adionsent expliqui utecuptate 
velenis quae voluptatias et, si bero 
eos aut labo. Nemolup tiatur, sa 
dis maiossima ducipsumeUcipsam 
reptioribus venim eos ea prae. 
Berionse ero deliquiate ped esed 
eos des ut omnimax imetust litis 
vellandiatis natur, te consequid quia 
voluptios et, sunto quam doluptus 

aut fugia niet harit que nam vendae 
ventiatiati doluptis consequunt quas 
qui untum reium soluptur minctiur 
sim explant empore etumque accum 
qui cullest ipiendanit ut alignih 
itatem audam sed ut unt quiae. 
Volore nonsequ oditin consequi cus, 
culparum que molore pelecto cum 
cullupta qui corum ad explique eos 
dolorumquo cus, te namus, impossi 
tatium landioriam sitate et esteni 
arum nis dolupta tempori orrovid 
ut quistrum et ma cuscil moluptate 
nis intio volliam conseque nonsequi 
nume sandamus apid quam doluptae 
eos di blam id maio bearcit eume 
volorem. Nam as neste eiunti dolor 
acepedi psande pre nonsequiamus 
serchic impore vel intia pla pa non 
natur ad mi, cusapeliquo etur, vit 
asint a que aliquodis imus, odi 
sumqui berum, ea cum re et, cum 
sum, nus dis dignis sit, si doluptam, 
quunt lanis eos iur, ut ea se essundis 
et eossimaior ad ma nientio quatus, 
nulluptatem doluptatur seque 
volupta adicimi, quaeror erspelese 
rectemperi offi  ctum et quibusania 
nonsequi vent exceaqu untotas 
volore, nossinus venim fugit venitat 
res est, omnisi dempos nostion 
sernatur, occae sum aut evenimaior 
sequis doluptam ulpa vent aut fugit, 
iscipsus molorrum aut alit quodit, 
volest iduntot aectota spient, ut fugia 
et alicipsum volupta quunt.

Dust, sam quibus, consequas et 
excerrum liquis eum dolorpor 
audionseque venient di nobitia 
volum aborrovitat ma num facerup 
taesti net velestist, corernam est, 
issequi volorem es et offi  ciasima 
sequistrum voluptat harumquis 
dolupta tiumque optiis es reperi 
bercim aut offi  c totatia spicimin 
rem. Ita por moluptas doluptate sum 
audaes maximus velleseriae velent 
dollit ut velesto et earum hitenienim 
harum ventia cus pla sed que 
voloreped quasperor as eum liquunt.
Otate nonsequiam quaepro ipidio 
magnis quas aut ea di destrum quias 
magnihi litatem reicil id quunt, 
quiam vitatio ressitisit ped magnatur 
aut et ex etur ad magnissunt et 
de conserata santo quid exces 
venempos quodit ipsanti id eium 
vent offi  cto eumquis plique reniendit 
paritatae elliquid et qui aut fugiat 
facea dolendis ea susame ipienim 
olupid qui aut imolupt atiuntio. 
Turehendebis audicid et, ommo 
offi  cia num ut mi, int eic tem quo id 
quis etur?
Gitis nullenda dunt de eaquatest ut 
eos samenda ndusam arci volo dellit, 
eritioria volupta deles mos nam sum 
quidele ssitin enima sa vellecture 
ex evelitas endelis cum in re parum 
intis qui re, eosa aliquam illorib 
earunt aces dolo milia as sediat volor 
rest liti ut aut dolupic iducidunto 

bla volut verum, opta doloratin 
rere, odi de nobit es minumet velia 
non necepel id mosse sit eatem 
eos cuptatur? Ro omni consequat 
experepuda volum repratur aut 
aut et ditat ute vendigendest reium 
evelique debis quo volora quidebis 
aboremo este ditet et vel ipisque 
sende doluptaspis vel ius estiasi 
tem verfern atiur, iduntius etum, et 
omnis vendam volupta nonsequis 
maioriant offi  ctu sapelesto quatur? 
Qui nobit idit fuga. Natur sunt, cus, 
to ommos et magni tore sinvereiciam 
experi ullant eum nime vel in nis 
doloreprae nemperibus derunt 
optaerumquam dem res abores 
et porestiate pratenda ist aute nis 
volorio. Namus nonempossin 
prorest ut qui cone simentibusam 
harciam qui bero eseribu saectatia 
velles nobit audaest, quiae enis ex 
endem liquam venientet parchitatur, 
que nihil milia sitatquamus quas et 
volenditem et asserit lam si reperep 
raturem aut quatium rest, asperrovid 
molecusdae venis maximod itaquae 
aspiet, sequatem res et eaquamus 
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100 Years In The Family

When Nolan West rose to 
co-chair this year of  the 
Minnesota House Children 
and Families Finance and 
Policy Committee, his first 
edict was a seating chart.

Typically, West explained in 
his capitol office adorned by 
statuettes of  Abraham 
Lincoln, Ronald Reagan, and 
an elephant, Republicans sit 
by Republicans and DFLers 
perch by DFLers. 

But on a committee with 
seven DFLers and seven 
Republicans, the Blaine 
Republican decided that each 
DFLer would sit between two 
Republicans and vice versa. 
“Normally when someone 
says something stupid that 
you disagree with you lean 
over to your colleague and say, 
‘Isn’t that stupid?’” West said. 
“Now, if  you’re going to say 
anything you can actually 
have a side conversation and 
say ‘Well, what about this?’ 
instead of  digs and snarky 
comments.”

The House is two months 
into a power-sharing truce 
between Republicans and 
DFLers, a deal that was bro-
kered because there are exact-
ly 67 members of  each party 
in the legislative chamber, the 
first House tie since 1979. 

It took not one, not two, but 
three trips to the Minnesota 
Supreme Court to confirm the 
House was, indeed, tied. Even 
when the power-sharing 
agreement was implemented, 
House leaders were skeptical 
the deal would take hold. 

“They are very suspicious 
of  us. We are very suspicious 
of  them,” Melissa Hortman 
(DFL-Brooklyn Park), the 
House DFL leader, said then. 

Fast forward to today 
(Wednesday, April 23) and 
Hortman and her GOP col-
leagues see a split House as a 
secondary concern to ham-
mering out a two-year budget 
to fund Minnesota’s govern-
ment. “For the most part, it is 
working really well,” Hortman 
told reporters before lawmak-
ers took off  for spring recess 
(legislators came back to the 
capitol on Monday, April 21). 
“I was pleasantly surprised 
that we had budget targets on 

time. I’ve also been pleasantly 
surprised by the number of  
bills that are complete.”

The bipartisanship is 
remarkable in an era of  
national politics where mem-
bers of  Congress fall in line 
with party leaders, and public 
opinion polls suggest voters 
see the parties as representing 
different value systems. 

It also comes as the state 
stares down a long-term bud-
get imbalance and braces for 
possible federal cuts.

Here is what has happened 
so far…
What the House 
Has Accomplished

House committees have 
advanced most of  their spend-
ing bills. 

First, to review, the power-
sharing resolution made GOP 
leader Lisa Demuth (R-Cold 
Spring) House speaker and 
moved Hortman from speaker 
to speaker emerita. And each 
of  the House committees has 
an equal number of  DFL and 
GOP lawmakers, plus a chair 
from each party.

An early test of  cooperation 
was budget targets, which are 
where legislative leaders 
instruct committees on how 
much money to put into each 
spending bill. For example, 
DFL and GOP House leaders 
told West’s committee to spend 
$25 million more for the 
Department of  Children, 
Youth, and Families over the 
next two years, compared to 
the Minnesota Management 
and Budget’s February fore-
cast. (Gov. Tim Walz’s budget 
recommended a $21 million 
increase to agency funding.)

That brings that part of  the 
budget to $2.1 billion for the 
two-year period that begins in 
July 2025. West and co-chair 
Carlie Kotyza-Witthuhn (DFL-
Eden Prairie), then wrote a 
bill proposing where the $2.1 
billion should go across areas 
like child care, early learning, 
and food banks. The resulting 
legislation kept social services 
funding steady, while adding a 
critical provision for West: 
surveillance camera footage 
at childcare facilities. “That 
issue was very important to 
me, and I was willing to spend 
on other things that I don’t 
necessarily like,” West said. 

West proposed such moni-
toring after he revealed that 
his own child came home with 
bruises from a daycare center. 
The language that passed the 
House committee makes day-
care centers already hit with a 
maltreatment report take 
video footage and retain that 
footage for 60 days. 

LEGISLATURE 2025

Divided House is
completing its ’25-’27
budget work on time
Tied House means 
tied committees, 
which have been 
working together

By Matthew Blake,
MinnPost
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The Schoenbergs are syn-
onymous with Spring Hill, but 
their footprint extends 
beyond. Since Spring Hill revi-
talized amateur baseball back 
in 1983, Randy Schoenberg’s 
been part of  it. 

His four decades of  involve-
ment has seen him wear many 
hats, and he’s become a well-
respected member of  the 
townball community in the 
state. As such he received the 
Mike Downes Award  from the 
Minnesota Baseball Associa-
tion for outstanding service to 
amateur baseball this year.

The Mike Downes Award is 
given out annually to a person 
for their outstanding service 
to amateur baseball in 
Minnesota. Schoenberg cer-
tainly fits the bill and embod-
ies the spirit of  townball.

Schoenberg started playing 
for Spring Hill with a group 
dedicated to reviving baseball 
in the community of  85 people 
in Stearns County. The effort 
involved purchasing land and 
building a ballpark. 

In that time, the Chargers 
have advanced to seven state 

tournaments and melded into 
the Stearns County League.

Schoenberg played for the 
club for 21 years and managed 
the team for 13 years. In 33 
years of  playing or managing, 

he never missed a game. 
Schoenberg entered the 
Minnesota Amateur Baseball 
Hall of  Fame in 2023 after Don 
Andersen and Al Leutmer led 
an effort to nominate him.

In his time with Spring Hill, 
he’s taken on leadership roles 
for Region 15 as the region’s 
commissioner for the past 25 
years. The region is known as 
one of  the best attended and 
competitive in the state. 
Region 15C either leads the 
state in region tournament 
attendance or ranks second.

“Randy has had a big part 
of  keeping the region going,” 
said Minnesota Baseball 
Association director Ken Vogt, 
a former Elrosa manager. “I 
have to give him a lot of  credit. 
He works hard, getting the 
umpires, scheduling the 
games. I think that’s a major 
reason why our region has 
been at the top or near the top 
in attendance because he’s 
run it.”

Schoenberg points to the 
familiarity among the teams, 
especially the Stearns County 
League, which employs a six-
mile radius, a far cry from the 
MBA’s 30-mile radius limit.

“I just think it’s the radius,” 
Schoenberg said. “Everyone 
on the team is fairly local. 
Everyone wants to watch 
local. They’re going to know 
everyone on the team proba-
bly. It’s like a big family 
reunion kind of. You know 
every fan from every team. 
You can BS around from one 
side of  park to another. We 
start at 11 o’clock with games, 
and people stay around until 
it’s after dark talking.”

AMATEUR BASEBALL

Schoenberg receives Mike Downes Award
Randy Schoen-
berg has helped 
Spring Hill base-
ball since 1983 

By Nick Gerhardt, Minne-
sota Baseball Association

Photo Courtesy of Minnesota Baseball Association

Randy Schoenberg, who joined the Spring Hill Chargers in 1983 
and has helped in various capacities ever since, including as 
Region 15C commissioner, received the Mike Downes Award.
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Senior Taylor Bierwerth 
competed in the Class A state 
speech meet for the third time 
in her PHS career on Friday, 
April 25, at Shakopee High 
School, and this time she’s 
coming home with a state 
medal. She placed sixth in 
Class A in serious interpreta-
tion of  drama.

Bierwerth, the daughter of  
Susie Bierwerth (stepdad 
Chad Bjorklund) of  
Paynesville and Travis 
Bierwerth of  Atwater, won the 
Section 5A title in dramatic 
interpretation on Saturday, 
April 12, with her piece 
“Crafty” by Paul Rudnick to 
qualify for state again, tying 
the school record with her 
third state trip. She’s the first 
PHS student to qualify for 
state three times in two differ-
ent categories: prose as a soph-
omore and drama as a junior 
and senior.

At state, Bierwerth tied for 
seventh in the preliminary 
rounds, going third, second, 
and third in her rooms. It was 
a five-way tie for seventh, with 
Bierwerth getting eighth and 
the last finals spot based on 
the strength of  her prelim 
rounds.

In the finals, she got a first-
place vote from one of  the five 
judges and finished sixth in 
drama. She finished just one 
point further from second 
than from seventh in finals.

“I am incredibly happy to 
have made it to the final round 
of  the MSHSL state speech 
tournament. This has been 
my goal for so long, and I am 
so glad to have finally achieved 
it,” she said. “The people I 
competed against are some of  

the most talented speakers I 
have met, so it is an honor to 
have spoke alongside them.”

“Taylor has been an excep-
tional member of  the 
Paynesville speech team. 
From her initial curiosity to 
join during the online year to 
becoming the team captain 
and competing at this year’s 
state competition, I have wit-
nessed Taylor’s remarkable 
growth in confidence and 
skill,” said PHS speech coach 
David Symalla. “It has been 
both an honor and a privilege 
to be part of  her journey. She 
is a dedicated teammate, a 
supportive leader, and some-
one who consistently strives 
for excellence. I couldn’t have 
asked for more from her, and I 
wish nothing but the best for 
Taylor in her future endeav-
ors.”

In her speech, Bierwerth 
portrays a midwestern mom, 
Barbara, who “makes crafts 
and tells people about them.” 
Crafts, it turns out, are so 
important to her because her 

son is dying of  AIDs, “and  she 
uses crafts to cope and deal 
with that.”

This year, the script was 
shorter (maybe 20 minutes), 
which was much easier to edit 
down to 10 minutes, she said. 
Last year, her source material 
was 70-minutes long, which 
involved a lot of  editing. 
(Material can only be removed; 
no words can be changed in 
editing.)

She actually started the 
year with a completely differ-
ent speech, but “I realized I 
didn’t like it at all. It didn’t fit 
my acting.”

“I was looking on YouTube 
for different speeches. I found 
this,” she continued. “I could 
do a slightly different inter-
pretation.”

“This one looks really fun. I 
think I can do well with it. I 
think it has all the criteria that 
the judges like – a wide range 
of  emotion,” she added.

Usually she’d be preparing 
two or three months before 
speech season, but the late 

change gave her only one 
week before the season started 
to prepare and memorize.

While she went to state as a 
sophomore in prose, which 
uses books as source material, 
she thinks drama (scripts 
from TV shows, plays, etc.) is 
better for her. “I think my style 
of  acting is more dramatic 
than prose,” she said. “You 
can go way more, all out. 
That’s what I always liked, to 
be very dramatic.”

During her sophomore year, 
she had to cut 30 pages of  a 
book into a 10-minute story. 
“That’s more difficult than 
cutting an actual script,” she 
said.

This year, that first meet 
was a little rough, since she 
was still memorizing the 
speech and working on her 
acting. But she finaled, finish-
ing third.

“I just practiced a lot more. 
It started to pick up at the sec-
ond meet. I got first,” she said. 

She ended the season taking 
first six times, including in the 
Central Minnesota Conference 
(for the third time), at subsec-
tions (for the first time), and at 
sections (for the second time). 
“This has been my best season 
so far,” she said of  six firsts. 
“Compared to my other sea-
sons, the most I’ve gotten was 
two firsts.”

She was worried about this 
script, especially after the 
rocky first meet. “I remember 
asking my coach if  I could do 
well with this script,” she said. 
At the second meet at Maple 
Lake, she got two perfect firsts 
and scores of  100 from two 
judges. (She had one in her 
entire career, as a sophomore, 
before that. “To get two in one 
meet was a surprise,” she said.

Over the season, she made 
small changes to the speech, 
based on judges’ feedback and 
suggestions from Symalla. “I 
think that was the biggest 
change: adding emotional 
depth,” she said.

SPEECH

Taylor Bierwerth places sixth at state meet

By Michael Jacobson

Senior caps
her speech career 
by making finals 
and placing sixth

Class A State Speech
PHS has earned 13 state medals in speech, the latest

by senior Taylor Bierwerth (sixth in drama) on Friday, April 25,
at Shakopee High School. She also tied the school record

by competing at state for the third time.

State Placers
Andy Shuch, first, prose, 1983

Doug Jensen, fourth, prose, 1983
Hannah Felling, seventh,  discussion, 2002

Caitlin Lien, fourth, informative, 2006
Kaitlin Burlingame, second, humorous, 2009
Kellen Andersen, seventh, humorous, 2011

Rachel McCloud, eighth, drama, 2011
Rachel McCloud, fourth, drama, 2013
Sophie Strand, fourth, humorous, 2019

Damian Christian, first, creative expression, 2021
Delaney Ignace, first, original oratory, 2021

Ben Bugbee, seventh, extemperaneous speaking, 2023
Taylor Bierwerth, sixth, drama, 2025

Three-Time State Qualifiers
Caitlin Lien, informative, 2004-06

Kaitlin Burlingame, humourous, 2007-09
Rachel McCloud, drama, 2011-13

Ben Bugbee, extemperaneous speaking, 2021-23
Taylor Bierwerth, prose/drama/drama, 2023-25
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