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Briefs
Apply for PACF
community grants
The Paynesville Area
Community
Foundation
(PACF) are opening their general grant round on Wednesday, Feb. 15, to support local
causes. The grant round will
be open until 12 midnight on
Saturday, April 1, 2017.
Eligible organizations must
be 501(c)3 non-profit organizations or school or government
entities that serve residents
within the Paynesville Area
School District. The PACF
will focus its grant making
primarily on proposals from
organizations providing service in the areas of education,
social services, arts and culture, civic, recreational, and
health. For additional information and the online application, visit www.communitygiving.org/cmcfgrants.
In
years
past,
the
Paynesville Area Community
Foundation has supported
local non-profits through
their annual event – the Gala
of Giving – and has given over
$130,000 to ten local organizations such as the Paynesville
Historical Society, the Crow
River Trail Guards and
Serenity Path.
The Paynesville
Area
Community Foundation is a
partner with the Central
Minnesota
Community
Foundation and is powered by
CommunityGiving, a public
charity that attracts and
administers charitable funds
for the benefit of the local
community.
Collectively,
CommunityGiving administers more than 650 funds totaling more than $115 million.
Learn more at www.communitygiving.org/paynesville.
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PAYNESVILLE TOWNSHIP

Township asking for levy increase, new township hall
At annual meeting, voters will
decide levy and
whether to build
new town hall
By Michael Jacobson
In March, Paynesville
Township voters will have two
decisions to make at their
annual meeting: the annual
levy, which the board of supervisors is proposing to raise
$16,000, and whether to build a
new township hall.
The annual meeting will be
held on Tuesday, March 14,

starting at 8 p.m.
This year, the township
board is asking for a levy of
$475,000, which would be up
$16,000, or 3.48 percent. They
are asking to increase the road
and bridge levy by $5,000 to
$225,000 (where the 10-year
average of expenses is
$255,322); the revenue fund by
$5,000 to $171,000; the snow
fund by $4,000 to $44,000 (where
the 10-year average of expenses is $43,918); and the fire levy
by $2,000 to $35,000 (where the
10-year average is $39,802).
The township is looking at
increased expenditures for
road and bridge due to the
county turnback of Co. Rd. 181
plus having a full-time employee now in maintenance man

Mike Jensen. This year, however, likely will be a light year
for road and bridge expenses.
New supervisor Butch
Mueller asked about the road
and bridge levy on Monday,
Feb. 13. “That’s $30,000 short
from the 10-year average, and
we picked up Co. Rd. 181,” he
asked. The township receives
$25,000 to $30,000 in gas tax
revenue yearly, in addition to
the levy, he was told.
“That for sure we don’t run
short” said Mueller of the levy.
“Every year, inflation takes
more. I don’t want us to run
short. That’s why I ask: Is that
enough?”
The levy comes slow, said
chair Don Pietsch, with the
2017 levy not arriving in the

township coffers until 2018.
“I think we’re in the ballpark.
I think we’re in good shape.
I’m fairly conservative, and if
I wasn’t comfortable, I’d tell
you,” Pietsch said.
The township has $900,000
in its fund reserves, but most
of this is dedicated to specific
township endeavors. The biggest three funds are road and
bridge ($307,369), arena escrow
($237,299), and revenue
($136,561). A lot of our reserves
are dedicated to long-term
problems, added Pietsch, a
new roof at the arena, etc. “I’m
very comfortable with where
we’re at with our finances,” he
said.
The township board is proposing to build a new town-

ship hall in order to give more
space to the River Lakes Stars,
who run the Koronis Civic
Arena, which the township
owns, for lockerrooms. If
approved by township voters,
the hockey program would
convert the existing township
hall and office into a varsity
lockerroom.
The township board is proposing a budget of $190,000 for
a new township hall, which
would be built as a separate
building on the township
property. It would be approximately 1,600 sq. ft. in size.
The township learned that
they will need a separate
drainfield for the new hall, as
well as two bathrooms. They
TOWNSHIP – see page 10

POLAR PLUNGE

Annual event raises $22,000 at Koronis Ministeries…

Middle school choirs
to sing on Thursday
The Paynesville Area
Middle School choirs (grades
6-8) will present their midwinter concert on Thursday,
Feb. 23, at 7:30 p.m. in the PHS
auditorium. The concert is
free and open to the public.

Photo by Michael Jacobson

Bishop Bruce Ough cannon-balled into the icy water of Lake Koronis on Saturday, Feb. 18, as part of the annual polar plunge at Koronis Ministeries. The event
raised money for summer camping for kids, and Ough challenged the state to raise $10,000 for him to jump. They pledged $10,197. See Page 6 for more pix.

CITY COUNCIL

City approves plat for Airport View

$1

Councilor Alicia
LaBeau believes
smaller lots
would be better
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The Paynesville Community Service Center is still accepting
donations for the displaced families of the Paynesville Place.

PAYNESVILLE PLACE

Eight families still
finding new homes
Paynesville
Community
Service Center
helping families
By Brittany Utsch
Eight families are still
struggling to find new homes
after the Paynesville Place
apartments, located next at
703 W. Main Street, were damaged in a fire on the early
morning of Tuesday, Feb. 6.

The
Paynesville
Community Service Center
has been collecting donations
for the families since the
morning of the fire.“Right
now we are shifting through
things for the families,” said
director Allison Janssen. The
center is currently collecting a
needs and wants list from the
families. “The families have
received clothes, pillows, and
food,” said Janssen.
Sue Lee, 27, a resident of the
apartment complex, has been
charged with two felony
counts of arson, accused of
DONATIONS – see page 10

At their meeting on Monday,
Feb. 13, the Paynesville City
Council approved the preliminary plat of the Airport View
development, dividing the
land into nine lots, each just
over two acres in size, zoned
highway commercial (C2).
Councilor Alicia LaBeau
was not in favor of the preliminary plat. Her concern
was that the two acre lots
could limit the types of businesses that would come to
Paynesville. LaBeau felt that
smaller, rectangular-shaped
lots would be more appealing,
and suggested that if a business needed the space, they
could buy two or more of the
smaller lots.
City engineer Chuck
DeWolf said that the infrastructure costs would be considerably higher for smaller
lots. The infrastructure cost
for the approved plat is
$439,000, with smaller lots, the
cost would increase to $670,000.
Additionally, right-of-way
square footage would more

than double, he said.
Mayor Jeff Thompson said
that the lots can be administratively divided if a business
prefers a smaller lot. The city
currently has a purchase
agreement with Daniel
Funeral Home for Lot 4 in the
Airport View development.

In Other Business…
•Following a public hearing,
the council approved vacating
drainage and utility easements on land being purchased by Kwik Trip in the
Opportunity Park Second
Addition. Kwik Trip is purchasing three lots that will be
combined into one.
City attorney Bill Spooner
explained the vacation of the
easements was practical, so
Kwik Trip can build across
the line that divides two of the
lots. The city will maintain
the easements along the front
and rear of the property.
•The council decided that
the compost site will continue
to operate under camera surveillance, without a gate.
There will be no fee for residents and a $200 fee for commercial users.
Paynesville Township has
agreed to pay a portion of the
operating costs. The site will
be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
beginning in mid-April,
weather permitting.

•Faced with rising costs for
firefighter’s physicals through
CentraCare Health, the city
looked at alternatives. Med
Compass, a mobile health services provider, quoted the
department $3,575 for 25 physicals. The same services from
CentraCare Health would run
$4,222.50.
Ultimately, the council
determined that CentraCare
Health – Paynesville would
better serve the department
with ease of scheduling, and
because they have access to
the firefighter’s medical
records from past physicals.
•The council accepted the
resignation of Catherine
Christinsen from the fire
department and authorized
the creation of a hiring eligibility list, since they have two
positions open.
•The council approved an
annual contribution of $5,000
to the fire department relief
association, which provides
retirement benefits to firefighters.
• The council set a public
hearing for a variance request
from James and Denise
Beckstrand on Monday, March
13, at 6:30 p.m. The Beckstrands
wish to remove their existing
garage and replace it with a
similar structure. The existing garage does not meet the
COUNCIL – see page 4

